CHAPTER XII
XVIII-CENTURY MEDICINE
MANY years elapsed before the brilliant discoveries of the new
age, or Renaissance, could be applied with advantage in the daily
round of medical practice. New facts had accumulated without
being assimilated, and then there came a time when it was
necessary to pause and take stock of the situation. A mass of new
knowledge awaited arrangement and classification, if some
semblance of law and order was to be achieved.
This was the condition of affairs at about the beginning of the
eighteenth century, when two great scientists supplied the need of
the age. To the apparent chaos Newton applied law, and
Linnaeus brought order. In medicine the outstanding figure
was that of Boerhaave, one of the most eminent physicians of all
time.
SIR ISAAC NEWTON (1642-1727) was not directly concerned
with medicine. Nevertheless his proof that certain laws governed
not only the human body, not only all things on the earth, but
also all the heavenly bodies, in fact the entire universe, and that
there was one set of laws for all, was bound to exercise a profound
effect upon all the sciences. Newton's Pnndpia^ published in
1687, has been called "the greatest triumph of the human
mind."
At a slightly later date Carl von Linn6, known as LINNAEUS
(170 7-78),l a successful physician as well as one of the greatest
botanists of all time, whose garden may still be seen at Upsala,
introduced the binomial method of classifying plants, each having
its genus and its species, and thus gave science a means of classifi-
cation which brought order and uniformity in place of confusion.
The Systema Naturae was published in 1735, and -the method,
extended to animals as well as plants, included as its leading
representative Homo sapiens. *
In addition to the general principles laid down by Newton and
Linnaeus, many other " systems " and theories were evolved at
about this time. Most of them are now obsolete and forgotten,
* B. H. Larsson, " Carolus Linnaeus, Physician and Botanist," Ann. Med. Hist., 1938,
vol. x. p. 197 ; B. D. Jackson, Umams: The Story of His Life, 1923
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